n6                                 Retail Shops
in the environs of Oxford1 are taken it is found that the number of
shops in these pkces increased from 116 to 200, an increase of 72-4
per cent.; in the remainder of the villages, on the other hand, there was
an increase of only 13-7 per cent, (from 315 to 358). A measure of
the growing importance of the first group of villages is seen in the
expanding trade of the Co-operative Society's branch at Kidlington,
where the net sales grew by 18 3 per cent, in the period 1920-3 5.
Oxford shops did not increase in number in any class relatively to
those in the villages, but classes D and E are the only ones in which
there was a significant proportionate decline. In 1921, 82-4 per cent,
of the shops in class D (books, sports, and amusements) were in
Oxford; by 193 5 this percentage had sunk to 72-5 per cent, while the
proportion in the villages had increased from 8-4 to 17-6 per cent.
This shift is due to the establishment in villages of garages and motor
engineers; here again there is, in villages, an attractive field of ven-
ture for the small man. In 1935, 25 of the villages had a garage, a
cycle dealer, or a wireless dealer, whereas in 1921 only 10 villages
had one or both of the first two types of trader. In class E (miscel-
laneous) the proportions in Oxford and the villages in 1921 were
64-2 and 28-8 per cent, respectively; by 1935 these had become 60
and 32-5 percent.
It will be seen from the above figures that the degree of concentra-
tion in Oxford in 1935 varied quite widely between the different
classes. The presence of shopkeepers in class E accounts for the
position of this class at the bottom of the list, with 60 per cent, in
Oxford. Twenty-seven villages had no 'shopkeeper'. In most cases
this is accounted for by the smallness of the place, in a few by the
largeness, since there is then sufficient custom for more specialized
shops to be established. Of the former group the villages of Kensing-
ton Without, Lyford, and Woodeaton had no shops at all. The first-
named is practically continuous with Woodstock, and Oxford is
within easy reach of the last, but Lyford seems to be very cut off
from the world. The same villages had no shops in 1921, when
Elsfield and Frilford shared the same plight.
Oxford contained, in 1935, 65 per cent, of the shops in class A.
Public houses helped to weigh the figures in favour of the villages,
but the distribution of these is, of course, not left to determination
by commercial factors alone. Thirteen parishes were without a
public house in 1935, i.e. Sunningwell, Elsfield, Blenheim, Denton,
Draycott Moor, Frilford, Garford, Kensington Without, Lyford,
Nuneham Courtenay, Thomley, Tubney, and Woodeaton. Two of
1 See Appendix I, note 24.